Available online at www.jlIs.org
JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE
AND LINGUISTIC STUDIES

ISSN: 1305-578X
Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(2), 835-848; 2020

Comparison of student attitudes towards printed and digital dictionary use:
A case of middle school

Asli Maden 21

2 Giresun University, Giresun, Turkey
APA Citation:

Maden, A. (2020). Comparison of student attitudes towards printed and digital dictionary use: A case of middle school. Journal of Language
and Linguistic Studies, 16(2), 835-848.

Submission Date:08/01/2020

Acceptance Date:19/04/2020

Abstract

The present study aimed to compare the attitudes of middle school students towards printed and digital dictionary
use. The study was conducted with the survey model since it aimed to determine a present situation. The study
population included the students attending a middle school in Giresun province urban center during the 2018-2019
academic year. The sample that represented the study population was randomly selected (n = 204) among the
students attending a middle school in city center. The study data were collected with information form and attitude
scales. The study findings demonstrated that the general attitudes of the students towards printed dictionary use
(X=2.54/4.00) and digital dictionary use (X=2.76/4.00) were good. Furthermore, it was determined that gender
did not have a significant effect on dictionary use attitude. The most important study findings included the
improvement of student attitudes towards dictionary use with the increase in grade level, and the dictionary use
attitudes of the students who started to use printed dictionaries during primary school or before were higher when
compared to other students. However, the attitude towards digital dictionary use was observed as a developing
attitude.

© 2020 JLLS and the Authors - Published by JLLS.
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1. Introduction

It is necessary to know the words required to convey the emotions and thoughts completely and use
these words accurately. In order to use the words as mentioned above, the individual's vocabulary should
be rich, and it is necessary to have the habit of using a dictionary to achieve this.

Words are the smallest meaningful building blocks in a language, and dictionaries are the reference
works that contain these meaningful building blocks. Dictionary is the general name of the works that
include all or part of the words in one or more languages for general or special purposes, and provide
the meaning, explanation and examples of these words that are mostly organized alphabetically (llhan,
2009, p. 535). In Turkish Dictionary (Turkish Language Institution [TDK], 2011, p. XI), the word
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dictionary is defined as a reference book that records and explains the words of a language in all times
or in a certain period, including their spelling, types, pronunciations, primary meanings and
connotations, provides literary examples and reports the origins of adapted words. Based on the above-
mentioned definitions, words could be described as the carrier and protector of a language. In fact, to
recognize the realm of meanings in a language, it is necessary to recognize the words and to investigate
the properties of meaning and use of the words to measure the depth of a language. Thus, dictionaries
are important for the existence of a language and its use as a means of communication, culture and
thought. Students and individuals should utilize dictionaries accurately in order to use words correctly
and accurately, thus improving their vocabulary.

Vocabulary instruction and development is a topic that should be initiated in preschool age and
developed through sample texts based on developmental attributes and requirements of the child in
school age. However, the development of vocabulary and accurate and proper use of the words depend
on the acquisition of dictionary use skill by the student and transformation of this skill into a habit. In
fact, the children should be instructed about the function of the dictionary, how to use a dictionary, and
how it could be used as a reference book in daily life starting from the primary school age. Furthermore,
the students should acquire the skills to use dictionaries in different levels of the education process and
in extracurricular activities during the instruction new words and when demonstrating semantics,
utilization, and etymology.

The students are required to use a dictionary to improve their vocabulary based on developmental
attributes and requirements while developing their language skills. For this purpose, dictionary use
habits of the students should be developed in native language education. Thus, after the basic
information about dictionary use is provided for the students, how to find a word in a dictionary should
be instructed and the students should be required to bring a dictionary to the classroom (Gocer, 2009,
p.1039). Therefore, students who know and want to dictionary use, could use the dictionary more
willingly and actively (Ahmed et al., 2018). This must be considered in order to students benefit from
dictionaries more efficiently.

These instructions should be accompanied by examples. To provide these exercises in a certain order
in the Turkish language course, various achievements and explanations were included in the curriculum.
In the Turkish Language Course Curriculum (2018) is planed the students to recognize and use the
dictionary section of reading material, to estimate and compare the meanings of the words they did not
know when they read and listen, to develop a dictionary with new words. Thus, in the elementary and
middle school language instruction, the students learn how to use the dictionary to improve their
vocabulary and how to use the words correctly in the process of comprehension and utilization of the
vocabulary, and the exercises that could be repeated for long periods could transform this knowledge
into a habit.

Acquisition of the skill of dictionary use in Turkish language instruction and its transformation into
a habit was determined as an achievement goal starting from the primary 2nd grade. Vocabulary learning
activities in the textbooks suggest dictionary use. Reports on dictionary use habits indicated that the
goals set in the curriculum were adopted. Several studies in the literature with Turkish dictionary use
reported this development. For example, in a study by Yaman (2010) that investigated the Turkish
dictionary use habits of elementary school students, it was reported that most students (81%) a dictionary
use when they an unknown word. In a study conducted by Melanlioglu (2013) on middle school students,
it was observed that students referred to the dictionary in both mother and foreign language courses.
Also, Ibe Akcan (2015) conducted a study on students in foreign language departments in a university
and the study findings revealed that the students had the habit of dictionary use. The digital dictionaries
introduced by technological advances also affected the dictionary use habits of the students. TDK
Contemporary Turkish Dictionary (URL-1), Oxford English Dictionary (URL-2), Longman Dictionary
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of Contemporary English (URL-3), Cambridge Dictionary (URL-4) are some of the digital dictionaries
that are used extensively today. Aslan (2010) also found that university students often used mobile
dictionaries to learn vocabulary. In fact, in a study by Dagtas (2014) on electronic dictionary utilization
habits of secondary school students, it was concluded that students used digital dictionaries more than
printed dictionaries due to features such as rapid access, ease of use and advanced vocabulary.

The fact that the students and teachers use the dictionaries at a certain level may not be sufficient to
turn this skill into a habit. The referral to a dictionary due to the course requirements demonstrates that
the act might not be repeated after the requirement is met. It is also necessary to instruct the students
how to use a correct dictionary and how to check the information in the dictionary using various
resources (Nesi & Haill, 2002). In fact, in a study where Baskin (2017) investigated the dictionary needs
of middle school students, it was determined that the school dictionaries did not meet student
expectations such as organizing words and heteronyms alphabetically and holistically, providing the
meaning, type, synonyms and antonyms, secondary, simile and terminological meanings, connotations
and examples of segmental words. Thus, school dictionaries should be authored with care and based on
the principles and requirements set forth in relevant studies.

Introduction of the dictionary to students as a reference book in primary and secondary education,
how to find the meaning of a word and explanation of the functions of the word types could serve to
transform the dictionary use skill into a lifelong habit. Furthermore, the interest of the students in
dictionary use and development of a positive attitude towards dictionaries should be included in
educational goals. It was also reported that users who were not trained in dictionary use could not utilize
these resources actively and utilize the dictionaries only to look up the meaning of specific words when
needed (Cowie, 1999; Ayoub, Mehmood & Awan, 2017). Development of a positive attitude towards
dictionary use would be decisive in benefiting from this resource. According to Allport (1967, p.8),
attitude is an emotional and cognitive preparation process that is a product of experiences and with a
determinative and dynamic effect on individuals’ behavior towards all associated objects and
phenomena (Cited by Can & Deniz, 2016, p.324). In the Turkish Dictionary (TDK, 2011, p.2014), it
was defined as the “adopted path and demeanor”. Dictionary use also directly affects the development
of student vocabulary, and thus effective use of language skills. Therefore, it is important to note that
students should adopt a positive attitude towards dictionary use and enjoy using this resource. The
acquisition of this skill is based on the fact that the student can easily find a word when referred to the
dictionary. Also, the student should be kept clear of the prejudice that it would be difficult to carry the
dictionary around and could not be used at all locations and the students should be directed towards
easy-to-carry dictionaries. Thus, the use of dictionaries relevant to the student level in courses, guiding
the students to acquire these dictionaries, the instruction on how to use the dictionaries by the teacher at
the beginning, suggesting that dictionaries have other benefits such as spelling and etymological
information in addition to word meanings, and the utilization of printed dictionaries as well as digital
dictionaries in vocabulary activities would support the development of positive attitudes towards these
resources. Therefore, digital learning has become an important educational and social model in the world
of today. Students also use digital tools effectively to conduct research, learn, communicate, and share
information (Karal et al., 2015; Ozdamar Keskin et al., 2015). On the topic, the studies where Yaman
and Dagtas (2014) investigated the attitudes of 6th, 7th and 8th grade students and Can and Deniz (2016)
investigated the attitudes of middle school students towards Turkish dictionaries are prominent.
Furthermore, Ozbay and Melanlioglu (2013) and Kardas (2016) investigated the attitudes of students
learning Turkish as a foreign language towards dictionary use, and certain other studies aimed to
investigate the attitudes towards dictionary use within the concept of habit in the literature (Boz &
Demirtas, 2011; Ibe Akcan, 2015; Yaman, 2010 etc.). However, there was no previous study that
analyzed the attitudes towards printed and digital or electronic dictionary use. Thus, it was considered
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that the studies on the attitudes of middle school students towards dictionary use were limited and studies
on the topic would provide a basis for new regulations in the field.

1.1. Research questions

Based on the above-mentioned factors, the present study aimed to compare the attitudes of middle
school students towards printed and digital Turkish dictionary use. For this purpose, the effects of
various variables such as gender, grade level, and the age of initial dictionary use on these attitudes were
determined.

Thus, the following research problems were determined based on the aim of the present study:
1. What is the level of the attitudes of middle school students towards printed dictionary use?
2. What is the level of the attitudes of middle school students towards digital dictionary use?

3. What is the correlation between secondary school students' attitudes towards printed and
digital dictionary use?

2. Methodology
2.1. Research Model

The present study, which aimed to compare the attitudes of middle school students towards printed
and digital dictionary use, was conducted with the survey method, a quantitative research model. The
survey method aims to describe or explain characteristics of a group or groups such as societies, things,
institutions, and events (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2007; McMillian & Schumacher, 2001).

2.2. Sample

The study population included the students attending a middle school in Giresun province urban
center during the 2018-2019 academic year. The sample that represented the study population was
determined with random sampling method. The sample included 204 students attending a middle school
in Giresun province urban center.

The reason for choosing the sample from middle school students is that students to recognize
dictionaries as a source of information and gain the ability dictionary use in the primary school period.
Also in middle school, it is expected to turn this skill into a habit. In the Turkish Lesson Curriculum, it
is important in this respect to turn this skill into a habit with the acquisition of a dictionary use skills
from the 2nd grade, using different types of dictionaries in middle school and creating a dictionary.
Thus, investigated of the attitudes of middle school students towards mother and foreign language
dictionary use could prevent the problems that could be experienced in this transformation process. To
find out the printed or digital dictionary use attitudes, a sample that included middle school students was
selected.

2.3. Data Collection and Analysis

In the present study that aimed to determine the attitudes of middle school students towards printed
and digital dictionary use and to analyze these attitudes based on various variables, the study data were
collected with Information Form and Attitudes Towards Printed and Digital Dictionary Use Scale.

The Information Form included short-answer questions that aimed to determine the student
demographics associated with the study aim and sub-problems. The data on the attitudes towards
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dictionary use were collected with the Attitudes Towards Dictionary Use Scale, developed by the author
based on similar scales in the literature (Gomleksiz, 2004; Gunbatar, 2014; Karahan, 2018; Yaman &
Dagtas, 2013). The scale was a 4-point likert-type scale (4. Always, 3. Usually 2. Occasionally 1. Never).
In the development of the scale, initially, the available scales on reading books and other texts, and
attitude scales associated with dictionaries were reviewed, and a question pool that included 22 items
was developed. Draft items were reviewed by Turkish language education specialists (n = 2), an
educational sciences specialist (n = 1) and Turkish language teachers (n = 3) to determine content
validity. A pilot scheme was conducted with 50 students in middle school. Based on the data collected
in the pilot scheme, it was determined that the internal consistency coefficient of the scale was 0.81. The
construct validity of the scale was tested with factor analysis, and the analysis revealed that the KMO
value was 0.766 and Barlett value was 851.90. After the content validity, reliability and factor analysis,
3 items (below 0.40) with low factor loads were removed and the final scale included 19 items. The
items removed are related to dictionary types and words whose meaning in reading texts is unknown.
Since there are other items in this content, the scope validity has not been impaired. This scale was
organized based on the use of printed and digital dictionaries (in two sections of Attitude Scale for
Digital Dictionary Use and Attitude Scale for Digital Dictionary Use). 2 items were modified; other
items were prepared jointly for dictionary use. Sampling was applied twice. Data collection instruments
were distributed to the students in the sample by the Turkish language teachers and the same teachers
collected the completed forms. The data collected in the study were analyzed by SPSS 16.0 software
based on the research and sub-problems and the findings were presented and interpreted using tables.

To grade the value intervals in the data collection instrument, the ranges were calculated with the n-
1/n formula. In data analysis, mean student attitude scores were coded as High, Good, Moderate and
Low. Based on the interval calculated by the formula (0.74 points in each interval), the score intervals
that correspond to each code were divided into four equal sections as follows:

Table 1. Scale score intervals

Options Value Code/Level Interval
Never 1 Low 1.00-1.74
Occasionally 2 Moderate 1.75-2.49
Usually 3 Good 2.50-3.24
Always 4 High 3.25-4.00

In the analysis of the collected data, the arithmetic mean was used to analyze the mean attitude
towards printed and digital dictionaries use; t-test was used to test the effects of gender and grade; one-
way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used to test the age of the initial dictionary use variables.
Significance level was accepted as 0.05 (p <0.05).

3. Results

The results on the attitudes of middle school students towards printed and digital dictionary use is
presented in tables based on the research sub-problems:

3.1. The attitudes of middle school students towards printed dictionary use
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Table 2. The mean printed dictionary use attitude

N Mean Standard Deviation

Printed Dictionary Use

Attitude 204 2.5362 0.45037

In Table 2, it could be observed that the general mean attitude score of the middle school students
towards printed dictionary use was 2.54. The comparison of the mean printed dictionary use attitude
score and the possible highest score in the scale (76) revealed that the mean attitude score corresponded
to 48.19. Furthermore, it was determined that the attitudes of the students towards printed dictionary use
were at the good level based on the scale intervals. This finding demonstrated that students developed a
positive attitude towards printed dictionary use, however, there is still space for improvement.

3.2. Analysis of printed dictionary use attitudes based on gender

Table 3. Printed dictionary use attitudes based on gender

Gender N Mean Sd t p
Printed Female 114 2.4983 51635
Dictionary Use 1.355 0.177
Attitude Male 90 2.5842 34635

In Table 3, it could be observed that there was no significant difference between the attitudes of
students towards printed dictionary use based on the gender variable (t = 1.355, p> 0.05). It was observed
that male students had higher attitude towards printed dictionary use scores when compared to that of
the female students. However, this finding revealed that gender had no effect on student attitudes
towards printed dictionary use.

3.3. Analysis of printed dictionary use attitudes based on student grade level

Table 4. Printed dictionary use attitudes based on student grade level

Grade N Mean Sd F3,200) p
5th Grade 52 2.4831 37314
Printed 6th Grade 49 2.4640 52496
Dictionary Use 1.692 0.170
Attitude 7th Grade 50 2.5484 40575
8th Grade 53 2.6435 47555

In Table 4, it could be observed that the mean attitude score of the students towards printed dictionary
use was X = 2.48 in the 5th grade, X = 2.46 in the 6th grade, X = 2.55 in the 7th grade and X = 2.64 in
the 8th grade. Thus, student attitudes towards printed dictionary use increased with their grade levels.
The same increase was not observed in the 6th grade. On the other hand, it was determined that there
was no significant difference between the mean attitude towards printed dictionary use scores based on
the student grade level (F = 1.692, p> 0.05). This finding demonstrated that the attitudes of the students
towards printed dictionary use increased as their class level increased; however, the increase was not
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sufficient. Based on this finding, it can be suggested that the knowledge and experience acquired by the
students on printed dictionary use in Turkish language courses at middle school level were not sufficient
to create positive attitudes.

The Post-Hoc LSD test was conducted to observe the impact of student grade level on attitudes
towards printed dictionary use in detail, and the findings are presented in Table 6.

Table 5. Post-Hoc Student Grade Level Analysis

Grade Level  Grade Level Mean Difference p

) () (1)

5 6 .01911 .831
7 -.06529 463
8 -.16036 .068

6 5 -.01911 .831
7 -.08440 .350
8 -.17948" .045

7 5 .06529 463
6 .08440 .350
8 -.09507 .283

8 5 .16036 .068
6 .17948" .045
7 .09507 .283

Based on the data presented in Table 5, it was determined that the student grade level has a certain
impact on student attitudes towards printed dictionary use. Furthermore, the lowest mean attitude score
was observed with the 6th grade students and the highest attitude score was observed with the 8th grade
students. The analysis demonstrated that there was a significant difference between the attitudes of the
6th grades and those of the 8th graders towards dictionary use, favoring the 8th grade students (p<0.05).
This finding revealed that middle school education had a positive effect on student attitudes towards
printed dictionary use.

3.4. Analysis of printed dictionary use attitudes based on the age of initial dictionary use

Table 6. Printed dictionary use attitudes based on the age of initial dictionary use

Initial
Dictionary Use N Mean Sd F 2201 p
Age
Preschool 16 2.5000 .35696

Printed Primary School
Dictionary Use y 158 2.5774 44353 3.696 0.027

Attitude Middle School 3 2.3386 48841
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In Table 6, it could be observed that the mean printed dictionary use attitude scores of the students
who started to use dictionaries in primary school was X = 2.58, that of the students who started to use
dictionaries at preschool age was X = 2.50, and that of the students who started to use dictionaries in
middle school was X = 2.33. Thus, it was determined that the printed dictionary use attitudes of the
students whose initial dictionary use age was older were higher. It was determined that the initial age of
dictionary use led to a significant difference in the printed dictionary use attitude scores (F = 3.696, p
<0.05). This finding demonstrated that students who started to use dictionary earlier would better acquire
dictionary use habits; thus, it would be easier for them to develop a positive attitude towards printed
dictionary use.

3.5. The attitudes of middle school students towards digital dictionary use

Table 7. The mean digital dictionary use attitude

N Mean Standard
Deviation
Digital 204 2.7577 0.36316

Dictionary Use Attitude

In Table 7, it could be observed that the general mean attitude score of the middle school students
towards digital dictionary use was 2.76. The comparison of the mean digital dictionary use attitude score
and the possible highest score in the scale (76) revealed that the mean attitude score corresponded to
52.39. Furthermore, it was determined that the attitudes of the students towards digital dictionary use
were at the good level based on the scale intervals. This finding demonstrated that students developed a
positive attitude towards digital dictionary use.

3.6. Analysis of digital dictionary use attitudes based on gender

Table 8. Digital dictionary use attitudes based on gender

Gender N Mean Sd t p
Digital Female 114 2.7992 .39841
Dictionar -1.901 0.059
Y Male 90 2.7053 30707

Use Attitude

In Table 8, it could be observed that there was no significant difference between the attitudes of
students towards digital dictionary use based on the gender variable (t =-1.901, p>0.05). It was observed
that male students' attitudes towards digital dictionary use were lower than female students. However,
this finding revealed that gender had no effect on student attitudes towards digital dictionary use.

3.7. Analysis of digital dictionary use attitudes based on student grade level

Table 9. Digital dictionary use attitudes based on student grade level

Grade N Mean Sd F (3.200) p
5th Grade 52 2.6447 .38023
Digital 6th Grade 49 2.7658 37387
Dictionary Use 3.216 0.024
7th Grade 50 2.7579 .30300

Attitude

8th Grade 53 2.8610 .36582
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In Table 9, it could be observed that the mean attitude score of the students towards digital dictionary
use was X = 2.65 in the 5th grade, X = 2.77 in the 6th grade, X = 2.76 in the 7th grade and X = 2.86 in
the 8th grade. Thus, student attitudes towards digital dictionary use increased with their grade levels.
On the other hand, it was determined that there was a significant difference between the mean attitude
towards digital dictionary use scores based on the student grade level (F = 3.216, p<0.05). This finding
demonstrated that the attitudes of the students towards digital dictionary use increased as their class
level increased. Hence, it can be suggested that the knowledge and experience acquired by the students
on digital dictionary use at middle school level were sufficient to create positive attitudes.

3.8. Analysis of digital dictionary use attitudes based on the age of initial dictionary use

Table 10. Digital dictionary use attitudes based on the age of initial dictionary use

Initial Dictionary

Use Age N Mean Sd F (2,201) p
- Preschool 16 2.6596 41436
Digital .
Dictionary Use  Primary School 158 27564 36811 0.908 0.405
Attitude

Middle School 30 2.8140 .30619

In Table 10, it could be observed that the mean digital dictionary use attitude scores of the students
who started to use dictionaries in preschool school was X = 2.65, that of the students who started to use
dictionaries at primary age was X = 2.76, and that of the students who started to use dictionaries in
middle school was X = 2.81. Thus, it was determined that the initial age of dictionary use did not make
a no significant difference in the mean digital dictionary use attitude scores (F = 0.908, p>0.05). This
finding can be explained by the fact that the children of our age can use digital devices more easily and
are more prone to using them. Therefore, the attitudes of children with digital skills to use digital
dictionaries also develop over time.

3.9. Analysis of the correlation between the attitudes towards printed and digital dictionary use

Table 11. Pearson correlation analysis

Attitude (1) (2)
. - 1 463"
(1) Printed Dictionary
.000
4637 1

(2) Digital Dictionary

.000

In Table 11, the correlation analysis on the relationship between the attitudes of middle school
students towards printed and digital dictionary use could be observed. Thus, there was a positive and
moderate correlation between student attitudes towards dictionary use (r = 0.463, p<0.00). This finding
confirmed that as the attitudes of middle school students towards using a printed dictionary increased,
their attitudes towards using a digital dictionary increased as well.
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4. Discussion

The students should acquire the habit of dictionary use as a lifelong learning skill that they could
benefit from not only in school age but throughout their lives. Thus, the family and especially the
primary school Turkish language courses share significant responsibility in the acquisition of this skill.
However, in order to acquire the dictionary use habit permanently, it is necessary for the student to need
and like dictionary use. Therefore, the students’ interest and attitude as well as their knowledge on
dictionaries and dictionary use are important. To develop a positive attitude towards the dictionaries,
the dictionaries should be used in courses in a pleasurable way. Thus, the present study aimed to compare
the attitudes of middle school students towards printed and digital dictionary use and to analyze these
attitudes based on various factors, and a number of findings were obtained:

It was determined that the attitude of the middle school students towards printed dictionary use was
at a good level with a mean score of 2.54 and digital dictionary attitude score 2.76. This finding
demonstrated that middle school students had developed a generally above-average positive attitude for
both printed and digital sources towards dictionary use. However, it was also clear that there was a need
to improve the attitudes of the students towards printed dictionary use. The high attitudes towards digital
or electronic dictionary use was consistent with the findings reported in the literature (Al-Smael, 2000;
Alhaysony, 2011). Yaman and Dagtas (2014) investigated the attitudes towards dictionaries based on
the dimensions of dictionary use habit and its benefits, and the study findings were consistent with the
present study results. Furthermore, in a study by Kardas (2016) the attitudes of learners of Turkish as a
foreign language towards dictionaries were analyzed, it was reported that students exhibited above-
average attitudes.

It was determined the difference between the attitudes towards printed and digital dictionary use was
not significant based on gender. This finding contradicted with the findings reported by Yaman and
Dagtas (2014). However, in a study conducted by Kardas (2016) on students who learned Turkish as a
foreign language, it was reported that gender variable was not effective on dictionary use attitudes. In
fact, in the present study, it was determined that the attitudes of the female students were higher. Also,
the present study findings were not consistent with other reading attitude researchs that female students
had higher attitude levels (Balci, 2009; Basaran & Ates, 2009; Mete, 2012).

It was observed that the attitudes of middle school students towards printed and digital dictionary
use increased with their grade level. The lowest attitude towards printed and digital dictionary use was
observed in the 6th grade and the highest attitude was observed in the 8th grade. Analysis of the
performance of all grade levels demonstrated that the grade level was not a significant factor on printed
dictionary use attitudes. On the other hand, it was determined that there was a significant difference
between the attitudes towards digital use favoring the 8" grade students. However, contrary to this
finding, Yaman and Dagtas (2014) reported that there was a difference favoring the 6th grade students.
This finding evidenced that the grade level, and therefore the middle school education had a positive
effect on student attitudes towards dictionary use. Similarly, Melanlioglu (2013) reported that the habit
of dictionary use improved with the grade level.

It was observed that the age of initial dictionary use made a significant difference in the attitude
towards printed dictionary use but not towards digital dictionary use. This finding demonstrated that
time was also effective in the development of a positive attitude towards a behavior. Dictionary use is
necessary for the achievement of reading and other language skills and turning these skills into habits.
Thus, children should develop a love for reading and the habits of reading books and visiting libraries
should be acquired at a young age. In fact, Elbir and Bagci (2013) emphasized that children should
acquire the love of reading and the habit of using libraries at a young age in order to acquire reading
habits. Thus, when children acquire the habit of dictionary use in addition to reading books at a young



Ash Maden/ Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(2) (2020) 835-848 845

age, as the present study findings demonstrated that success would be most likely. However, the finding
that the attitude towards digital or electronic dictionary use was high in younger ages and increased with
age was important.

It was determined that there was a positive and moderate correlation between the attitudes of middle
school students towards printed and digital dictionary use. According to Ozdamar-Keskin et al (2015),
participants generally preferred learning with graphics or visuals, listening, and written material. In a
study by Oflaz (2019) on the use of mobile and printed dictionaries, and Kaplan and Yildiz (2018) on
determination student views on electronic dictionaries, it was observed that students preferred using
both printed for reasons such as portability, cheapness and practicality and digital dictionaries for
reasons such as speed, convenience, more word. These studies explained why students preferred both
printed and digital dictionaries in learning vocabulary.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, it was demonstrated that middle school students exhibited positive attitudes towards
both printed and digital dictionary use. Furthermore, there was no significant difference between the
attitudes towards dictionary use based on gender. Nevertheless, it was determined that female students
had higher attitudes in digital dictionary while male students had higher attitudes in printed dictionary
usage. As the class level increase, so does the attitude towards using both printed and digital dictionaries.
Furthermore, the attitudes towards printed dictionaries of the students who started to use dictionary in
primary school and preschool were higher, and the attitudes towards digital dictionary use was higher
among the students who started to use dictionaries in middle school.

5.1. Recommendations

The present study findings demonstrated that above-average attitude scores of middle school students
towards printed and digital dictionary use would not be sufficient for lifetime utilization of this skill.
Thus, it could be recommended to allow students to use different types of dictionaries in entertaining
activities in the middle school, especially in Turkish language courses, to utilize not only printed but
also digital dictionaries in the courses, to provide in-service training to the teachers on dictionary use
habits, and to include dictionary use instructions in textbooks and dictionary use principles in the
curriculum.

6. Ethics Committee Approval

The author(s) confirm(s) that the study does not need ethics committee approval according to the
research integrity rules in their country (Date of Confirmation: June 12, 2020).
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Basili ve dijital s6zliikk kullanmaya yonelik 6grenci tutumlarinin

karsilastirilmasi: ortaokul 6rnegi

Oz

Arastirmada, ortaokul 6grencilerinin basili ve dijital sozliik kullanmaya yonelik tutumlarmin karsilastirilmasi
amaclanmigtir. Arastirma, var olan bir durumu belirlenmeyi amagladigi i¢in tarama modeline gore yiiriitilmiistiir.
Arastirmanin evrenini 2018-2019 6gretim yilinda, Giresun il merkezinde 6grenim goren ortaokul 6grencileri
olusturmaktadir. Arastirma evrenini temsil edecek Ozellikte orneklem ise tesadiifi drnekleme yontemi ile il
merkezindeki bir ortaokulda 6grenim géren Ogrenciler arasindan rastgele (n=204) secilmistir. Arastirmanin
verileri, bilgi formu ve tutum 6lgekleri ile toplanmistir. Aragtirma sonucunda, dgrencilerin basili sozliik (X=2,54
/ 4) ve dijital sozliik kullanimima (X=2,76 / 4) yénelik genel olarak Iyi diizeyde tutuma sahip oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Bununla beraber cinsiyetin sozliik kullanmaya y6nelik tutum tizerinde anlamli bir etkisinin olmadig:
belirlenmistir. Sinif diizeyi yiikseldikge sozliik kullanmaya yonelik tutumun da yiikseldigi, ilkokul ve 6ncesinde
sozliik kullanmaya baglayan Ogrencilerin tutumlarinin digerlerinden daha iyi oldugu ulasilan Onemli
sonuglardandir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Sozlik; basily; dijital; s6zciik hazinesi; kullanma; tutum.
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